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Progress, Integration and European Ambition

This exhibition explores this shared journey of 40 years of progress,
democracy and integration and to look to the future with the same

European ambition that has guided the country over the last 4 decades.

“The Portugal that we want to build in the future is a 
free and democratic nation, with levels of well-being

and economic development on par with the developed 
countries of the end of this (20th) century, integrated

into the model of the Western democracies.” 
Ernâni Lopes
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On 12 June 1985 in the Jerónimos

Monastery in Lisbon, the Treaty 

of Accession of Portugal 

to the European Communities 

was signed.

Over four decades, European funds 

have modernized infrastructure 

and supported education; the single 

market has opened up opportunities 

for businesses and workers; and 

Portugal’s participation has helped 

shape common policies in areas 

such as cohesion, environment, 

science and the digital economy.

Europe has also built up 

freedom and mobility: the euro, 

the Schengen Agreement 

and exchange programmes have 

shaped generations of European 

citizens. Over these four decades, 

we have consolidated our democracy, 

invested in development and cohesion, 

and asserted our place as part 

of Europe and the world.

Portugal has also helped to shape 

today’s European Union.

Many Portuguese citizens have 

proved their merit and apply their 

skills within the European Institutions, 

including in the European Parliament, 

during the Portuguese Presidencies 

of the Council of the European Union, 

within other government bodies 

and across our civil society. 

We celebrate 
40 years of Portugal 
in the European Union

40 years of progress.
40 years of broad consensus 
and national commitment.
40 years which we are proud of 
and allow us to look to the future 
with optimism, confidence 
and ambition.

The official logo for the celebrations 
marking the 40th anniversary of Portugal’s 
Accession to the European Communities, 
was created by lecturers and students 
of Design at the University of Aveiro.
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